Project 8
This assignment is about the costs associated with sprawl, particularly the impact of sprawl on open farmland, wetlands, or forested areas. 
What to do
Pick one of those areas and research the topic online. If you prefer to research another type of area being lost to sprawl, just ask. Using only legitimate sources (not Wikipedia, etc. If you aren’t sure, ask me!), construct a one-page summary sheet (often called a white paper) explaining the current conditions of your area of choice (farmland, etc.), the significance of any lost areas (why does it matter?), growth projections that threaten future harm (do we expect it to continue? Get better? Worse?), and any other important details that you find (examples, change strategies, etc.) that you come across. Finally, note any policy strategies being considered or attempted as you come across them. For instance, “Daytona, FL, has asked state leaders to allow them to deny permits to developers requesting to fill wetlands for construction…” I made that up, but that’s the kind of simple statement that I’m asking for.
White Papers: This type of information sheet is often used to educate lawmakers about problems and policy solutions. It is also a form of communication used in the business world. If you work at a place like State Farm, you may be asked to produce one for your boss on a topic not yet widely understood, depending upon what department you work for. So this is a skill that may serve you in your future career.
The key is that each white paper should be well-organized, concise, but with sufficient content that a legislator could reasonably discuss the topic if called upon to do so. Here’s a link to How to write a great white paper.
Formatting 
Your paper should be single-spaced with a reasonably sized, standard font. There should only be separation (extra space) between sections (see link above), not between paragraphs within a section. I would expect that your paper will end up being around 400-500 words.
I should be able to glance at the paper and grasp its purpose and organization. You absolutely must write clearly. Proofread and edit this thing over and over before submitting. I know it’s tedious, but do it anyway. Think about what your words mean and link each sentence to the ones that come before and after. Milner has a writing center for those who want someone to proofread. Or find a friend or family member who writes well to take a look. No kidding. I am serious about writing and I don’t want to have to deduct from your grade for lack of effort in this area. You can do it.
Rubric
	
	Fails expectations
	Meets expectations
	Exceeds expectations

	Presentation
Language use, clarity, preparation, effort
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33

	Overall structure/flow
Cohesion, clearly defined sections, clear points and/or arguments
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	Content
General relevancy, support for arguments/points, covers all the bases mentioned above
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34



